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 The Washington City Council met in a regular session on Monday, June 26, 2017 at 5:30pm in 

the City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building.  Present were:  Mac Hodges, Mayor; Virginia 

Finnerty, Mayor Pro tem; Doug Mercer, Councilmember; Richard Brooks, Councilmember;  Larry 

Beeman, Councilmember and William Pitt, Councilmember.  Also, present Bobby Roberson, City 

Manager; Franz Holscher, City Attorney and Cynthia S. Bennett, City Clerk.     

 

 Mayor Hodges called the meeting to order and Councilmember Mercer delivered the 

invocation.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council approved the 

minutes of June 12, 2017 as presented. 

 

 APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA:  

 Mayor Hodges reviewed the requested amendments to the agenda: 

ü Add:  Under items from Manager:  Closing Market Street between 2nd & Main 

ü Add: Under Closed Session: NCGS 143-318.11 (A)(5) Potential Acquisition of Property 

   

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council approved the 

agenda as amended.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Finnerty seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council approved 

the Consent Agenda as presented.   

 

A. Award ï Sergeant Billy B. Sheppard, Jr. his police shield & service weapon upon     

retirement  

 
B. Approve ï Washington-Warren Airport Budget Ordinance Amendment     

 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CAPITAL PROJECT ORDINANCE FOR THE 

POLICE STATION CAPITAL PROJECT FUND  

CITY OF WASHINGTON, N.C.  

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina:  

 

 Section 1.  That the following appropriation accounts in the Police Station Capital Project Fund 

be increased or decreased by the following amounts for the purchase of an E911 system: 

 

64-10-4310-5601 

64-10-4310-9990 

 

Equipment 

Contingency 

$110,000 

       (110,000)     

              

Section 2.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
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 Section 3.  This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

 Adopted this the 26th day of June, 2017. 

ATTEST:   

s/Cynthia S. Bennett       s/Jay MacDonald Hodges 

CITY CLERK        MAYOR  

 

PRESENTATION: RETIRE NC 

 
Catherine Glover, Lynn Wingate and Mayor Hodges pose for photo with the official certificate 

designating Washington, NC as a Certified Retirement Community 

 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:    

 Dot Moate spoke to Council regarding the location of the farmerôs market. She noted that on a 

recent visit to the farmerôs market the vendors were expressing concern about the lack of customers.  

They said people did not know how to find them since they have moved from the previous location 

(near Crab Park).  She is asking Council to reconsider changing the location of the farmerôs market 

and asked for signage directing individuals to the market.  She was unsure if this was the responsibility 

of the City Council or Washington Harbor District Alliance. Her suggested location for the farmerôs 

market is Respess Street and asked that a portion of Respess Street be closed between the waterfront 

and Main Street just for the farmerôs market on Saturday. 

 

 Bobby Roberson, City Manager noted that this is coordinated with WHDA and their 

subcommittee suggested the existing location.   

 Councilmember Mercer asked with the acquisition of WHDAôs new facility downtown, would 

they still have the outdoor market.  Mayor Hodges said it is the goal of WHDA to have an indoor 

market in their new facility.  The City Manager will have an update on the July 10th agenda from 

WHDA regarding the farmerôs market. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ï ZONING  - 6:00PM:    NONE 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ï OTHER ï 6:00PM:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  

RICK GAGLIANO , VICE-CHAIRMAN , BROWN LIBRAR Y BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 Rick Gagliano, Vice-Chairman, Brown Library Board of Trustees discussed with Council that 

Brown Libraryôs original Capital Improvement Plan request was for $40,000.  They were requesting 

these funds for several renovation projects at the Library, including not but limited to, server room, 

elevator area and renovations of the old periodical room for staff use.  This entire amount was 

removed from the CIP and there are no longer any funds available for any of the aforementioned 

projects.  He reminded Council of the previous presentation by Chairman Steve Moler to amend the 

maintenance/repair line item in the Brown Library budget.  Mr. Moler asked the City Manager, via an 

e-mail if there were any unspent funds that could be transferred to the Library budget to cover the cost 

of the renovations.  The City Manager advised (in a return e-mail) that the request for use of any 

unspent funds would need to be asked of City Council at the June 26th meeting.  Mr. Gagliano said the 

renovations will improve the efficiency of the Brown Library.  

 

 Councilmember Pitt asked if unspent funds revert to the General Fund, Matt Rauschenbach 

confirmed the funds are return to the General Fund.  Mr. Roberson noted the only way to fund this 

request would be if Council agreed to take the funds from Fund Balance. Councilmember Mercer said 
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the library has no funds left to pay for this renovation, the request was in the CIP and Council removed 

the request.  

 

 Discussions were held regarding the procedure for voting on a non-action.  This will require a 

super-majority vote.  Council will discuss this item further at the July 10th Council meeting. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE AND SPECIAL REPORTS:    

MEMO  ï BUDGET TRANSFERS (accepted as presented) 

           The Budget Officer transferred funds between the Miscellaneous and Customer Services 

departments of the General Fund appropriations budgets to true up available balances for yearend 

closing. 

 

From:  Miscellaneous  10-10-4400-5701  Misc. Expense   $12,000 

To: Customer Service 10-00-4135-4503 Credit Card Processing Fees  $12,000 

  

 

REPORTS FROM BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES:     NONE 

 

APPOINTMENTS :   

APPOINTMENTS  ï VARIOUS BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES  

Historic Preservation Commission ï (Virginia Finnerty ïLiaison) 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council 

appointed Kathleen Couch to the Historic Preservation Commission to fill the expiring term of Mary 

Musselman, term to expire June 30, 2020. 

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council 

appointed Karen Mann to the Historic Preservation Commission to fill the expiring term of Judith 

Hickson, term to expire June 30, 2020. 

 

 The third appointment was postponed (expiring term of Ed Hodges). 

 

 Washington Tourism Development Authority - (Virginia Finnerty ï Liaison) 
 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council 

appointed Liane Harsh to the Washington Tourism Development Authority to fill the expiring term of 

Beth Byrd, term to expire June 30, 2020. 

 

 Councilmember Mercer commented that the Tourism Development Authority needs more 

members that live in Washington.  

 

OLD BUSINESS:    

AMEND  ï ARTICLE XXII. WASHINGTON -WARREN AIRPORT, SECTION 2 -587 ~ 

COMPOSITION  

BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS: May 22, 2017 Councilman Mercer discussed the Airport Advisory 

Board composition and how the City had not received any applications to fill the vacant City resident 

required position. The Advisory Board suggested amending the residency requirements as well as 

adding language to include or have demonstrated a desire to see the Airport developed. The Advisory 

Board approves of the proposed changes as shown in the attached ordinance amendment. 
 

 The City Attorney noted a typographical correction to the ordinance amendment.  In the third 

sentence, delete ñThereafter,ò and capitalize ñMò in members. 
 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Councilmember Beeman, Council adopted 

an ordinance to amend Article XXII. Section 2-587. Composition to include at least one (1) member of 

the Airport Advisory Board must be a resident of the City, effective July 1, 2017 and including the 

correction by the City Attorney of removing ñThereafter,ò and capitalize the following ñMò in 

members.   
 

AN ORDINANCE  TO AMEND CHAPTER 2, ADMINISTRATION , ARTICLE  XXII,  

WASHINGTON -WARREN AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD,  

SECTION  2-587 OF THE WASHINGTON CITY CODE   

BE IT ORDAINED  by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina: 
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 Section 1.  That Chapter 2. Article XXII, Washington -Warren Advisory Board, Section 2-

587.Composition, be amended by changing: 

 

 (a)  Membership, appointment, qualifications and term.  The Board shall be composed of five 

(5) members appointed by the City Council. Three (3) At least one (1) members shall be a residents of 

the City. Of the initial appointments, two (2) shall expire on June 30, 2015 and three (3) shall expire 

on June 30, 2016.  Thereafter,  Members shall be appointed by the City Council to serve for three (3) 

year staggered terms.  Members shall be eligible for appointment, be appointed, serve, attend meetings 

of the Board, and be subject to removal in accordance with the provisions of section 2-531.  Members 

of the Board shall be citizens of recognized ability and good judgment as well as standing, who, in the 

opinion of the City Council, can and will perform their official duties to the best interest of the City, 

the Washington-Warren Airport, and the users thereof.  In addition, members should be actively 

engaged in an aeronautical business or aeronautical activities or have recognized aeronautical 

experience and qualifications or have demonstrated a desire to see the Airport developed. 

 

Section 2.  All Ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed. 

Section  3. This Ordinance shall become effective July 1, 2017. 

 

Adopted this the 26th day of June 2017. 

ATTEST:   

s/Cynthia S. Bennett       s/Jay MacDonald Hodges 

CITY CLERK        MAYOR  

 

AWARD  ï BID AND APPROVE SUBSEQUENT PURCHASE ORDER FOR DRAINAGE 

IMPROVEMENTS IN OAKDALE CEMETERY  

BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS: The Public Works Stormwater Division has had several cave-ins 

along a pipeline in Oakdale Cemetery over the past few years. The pipeline runs parallel to and 

approximately 75 to 100 feet from the cemetery road north of the intersection of West 15th and Bonner 

Streets. The 30" concrete pipeline is approximately 45 years old and is a hazard to visitors and 

pedestrian traffic in the cemetery. An informal bid was held on Thursday, June 8, 2017 at 2:00 pm in 

the Public Works Office. Bids were received from three (3) contractors for the project. 

 

PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE ACTION:  Memo to Council May 8, 2017 requesting permission to use 

RZEDB proceeds to fund the project. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council awarded a 

bid to Dudley Landscaping in the amount of $56,450.00 for the replacement of existing storm drainage 

pipe in Oakdale Cemetery and approved the subsequent purchase order. 

 

AUTHORIZE  ï CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO LEASE WITH SOUND RIVERS  

 Background and Findings:  The current lease with Sound Rivers expires June 30, 2017. 

 

 Councilmember Mercer inquired if the rent for this space is included in the in-kind donation 

list in budget; it should be considered each year during the budget process. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council adopted 

the resolution and authorized the City Manager to enter into a lease with Sound Rivers, Inc. for the 

upper portion of the train depot, provided that such lease shall be shown as an in-kind donation in the 

budget and shall be noted and approved each year when outside agency funding is discussed and 

approved.    
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