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 The Washington City Council met in a regular session on Monday, April 27, 2015 at 6:00pm in 

the City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building.  Present were:  Mac Hodges, Mayor; Bobby 

Roberson, Mayor Pro tem; Doug Mercer, Councilman; William Pitt, Councilman; Richard Brooks, 

Councilman; Larry Beeman, Councilman; Brian M. Alligood, City Manager; Cynthia S. Bennett, City 

Clerk and Franz Holscher, City Attorney.  

    

 Also present were:  Matt Rauschenbach, Administrative Services Director/C.F.O.;  Robbie Rose, 

Fire Chief; Allen Lewis, Public Works Director; Gloria Moore, Library Director; Susan Hodges, Human 

Resources Director; Kristi Roberson, Parks and Recreation Manager; Keith Hardt, Electric Utilities 

Director; John Rodman, Community & Cultural Services Director; Anita Radcliffe, Assistant Finance 

Director; David Carraway, Network Administrator and Mike Voss, Washington Daily News. 

 

 Mayor Hodges called the meeting to order and Councilman Pitt delivered the invocation.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council approved the 

minutes of April 13, 2015 as presented. 

 

APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA: 

 Mayor Hodges reviewed the requested amendment to the agenda: 

 Add:  Closed Session under NCGS 143-318.11 (a)(3) Attorney/Client Privilege and (a)(6) 

Personnel  

 

 By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council approved the 

agenda as amended.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  NONE 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  NONE 

  

CORRESPONDENCE AND SPECIAL REPORTS:   

DISCUSSION – GRANT UPDATES  (accepted as presented) 

 
 Councilman Mercer inquired about the anticipated completion date of the airport terminal.  City 

Manager, Brian Alligood explained that a temporary Certificate of Occupancy will hopefully be issued 

tomorrow, but we do not know the final completion date.  The contractor is already into the $500 per 

day for liquidated damages. 

 

 Mayor Pro tem Roberson asked for an update on the Municipal Pier.  Mr. Alligood explained 

that based on information from DENR, we can’t get in the water and drive pilings until August 1
st
.  It 

will take approximately two weeks to drive the pilings and the project should be completed by the grant 

deadline of November 30
th
. 

 

 Councilman Pitt asked for an update on the Keysville Road project.  Mr. Alligood advised that 

work is still being done on the homes and another deadline is coming up on July 1
st
.   The lots will not 

be released until LMI confirmation has been received from the Department of Commerce. 
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DISCUSSION – PROJECT UPDATES  (accepted as presented) 

 

 
DISCUSSION – ACCIDENT STATISTICS REPORT (accepted as presented) 
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PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING:  NONE 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – OTHER:   

ADOPT – RESOLUTION ORDERING THE CLOSURE AND ABANDONMENT OF 

PORTIONS OF QUEEN STREET AND AN ALLEY OFF HUDNELL STREET 

 Mayor Hodges opened the public hearing.   

 

 John Rodman, Community & Cultural Services explained that the City Council adopted a 

Resolution of Intent to close a portion of Queen Street and an alley right-of-way that is adjacent to 

Eastern Elementary School and intersects with Hudnell Street.  The map prepared by Hugh A. Sorrell 

Land Surveying is attached.  The appropriate advertisement and publications have been completed.  In 

addition, adjoining property owners have been notified and no one had voiced concern over this matter. 

 

 There being no comments from the public, Mayor Hodges closed the public hearing. 

 

 By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council adopted the 

resolution ordering the closure and abandonment of portions of Queen Street and an alley way off 

Hudnell Street as shown on the attached survey map as recommended by the Planning and Development 

Office. 

 

 
 

A RESOLUTION ORDERING THE CLOSURE AND ABANDONMENT OF PORITIONS OF 

QUEEN STREET AND AN ALLEY OFF HUDNELL STREET 

WHEREAS, on the 23
rd

 day of March, 2015, the City Council (Council) of the City of Washington 

(City) directed the City Clerk (Clerk) to publish A Resolution Declaring the Intent of the City of 

Washington to Consider Closing and Abandoning Portions of Queen Street and an Alley off Hudnell 

Street (Resolution of Intent) in the Washington Daily News once each week for four successive weeks.  

Said Resolution of Intent advised the public that a public hearing would be conducted at 6:00 p.m. on 

this the 27
th
 day of April, 2015 in the Council Chambers to consider the matter. 

 

WHEREAS, said portions of Queen Street and an alley off Hudnell Street (Abandoned Portions of 

Queen Street and an Alley off Hudnell Street) under consideration to be closed and abandoned are more 

particularly as follows. 

 

All of those areas labeled “15’ Undeveloped Alley” and “Queen Street” (east and west sides) as 

shown on that plat entitled “A Survey of Property Standing in the Name of William R. & Kathy P. 

Waters” by Hugh A. Sorrell Land Surveying dated July 30, 2012 and recorded in Plat Cabinet H, 

Slide 90-5, Beaufort County Registry, to which plat reference is herein made for a more complete 

and accurate description. 

 

WHEREAS, on the 23
rd

 day of March, 2015, the Council also directed the Clerk to provide, by 

registered or certified mail, a copy of the Resolution of Intent to all persons who own property that abuts 

said Abandoned Portions of Queen Street and an Alley off Hudnell Street, as shown on the county tax 

records, and the Clerk has advised the Council that the Clerk has done the same. 
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WHEREAS, the Clerk has also advised the Council that adequate notices were posted on the 

Abandoned Portions of Queen Street and an Alley off Hudnell Street as required by North Carolina 

General Statute § 160A-299. 

 

WHEREAS, the Council has provided a full and complete opportunity for all interested persons to 

appear and register any objections that they might have with respect to the potential closure and 

abandonment of the Abandoned Portions of Queen Street and an Alley off Hudnell Street during the 

public hearing held this the 27
th
 day of April, 2015. 

 

WHEREAS, after a full and complete consideration of the matter, it now appears to the satisfaction of 

the Council that the closure and abandonment of said Abandoned Portions of Queen Street and an Alley 

off Hudnell Street are not detrimental to the property rights of any individual or contrary to the public 

interest, and that no person who owns property that abuts or is in the vicinity of the Abandoned Portions 

of Queen Street and an Alley off Hudnell Street will be deprived of a reasonable means of ingress and 

egress to their property as a result of said closure and abandonment. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED said Abandoned Portions of Queen and an Alley off 

Hudnell Street are hereby ordered closed and abandoned, and all right, title and interest that may be 

vested in the public to said areas for street or alley purposes is hereby released and shall be conclusively 

presumed to be vested in those persons or entities owning lots or parcels of land adjacent thereto in 

accordance with the provisions of North Carolina General Statute § 160A-299. 

 

The Clerk is hereby ordered and directed to file in the Office of the Register of Deeds of Beaufort 

County a certified copy of this Resolution and Order. 

Adopted this the 27
th

 day of April, 2015. 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett        s/Jay MacDonald Hodges 

City Clerk         Mayor 

 

REPORTS FROM BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES:  NONE 

 

APPOINTMENTS:  NONE 

 Councilman Mercer requested an attendance roster for all City boards & commissions.  He noted 

that if the members aren’t attending the meetings then Council could ask them if they are going to be 

active and if they aren’t the members should be removed from the board. 

Recess 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   

BUDGET DISCUSSIONS:  GENERAL FUND REVENUE & EXPENDITURES  
 Brian Alligood, City Manager reviewed the General Fund Revenue and Expenditure Summary 

with Council.  Councilmembers discussed the aquatics center, the terms of the PARTF grant associated 

with it and the future of the facility.  Discussion was held regarding the perpetual care fund (cemetery), 

streets and facilities maintenance.  Councilmembers reviewed the remaining revenues and expenditures 

as presented.  

 

 Discussion was held regarding payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) – Councilman Mercer noted he 

was against this and that he will not vote for payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) at $190,000 nor the 1½ 

cent tax increase at $120,000 for a total of $310,000.  Mr. Alligood asked Council to determine what 

services they wanted to cut or they will need to find another revenue source in order to find funding for 

the $310,000 if the tax increase nor payment in lieu of taxes were approved.  Mayor Pro tem Roberson 

noted he is against the 1½ cent tax increase.  Councilman Mercer expressed concern with the proposed 

tax increase and further noted that the estimated revenues should be increased.  Mr. Alligood noted that 

in preparing the budget, staff is always conservative in estimating revenues and aggressive in 

expenditures.   Mayor Pro tem Roberson suggested an increase in the electric rate instead of increasing 

water/sewer/stormwater rates, etc. 
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NEW BUSINESS:  NONE 

 

 ANY OTHER ITEMS FROM CITY MANAGER:  NONE 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:  

NONE 

 

CLOSED SESSION:  UNDER NCGS § 143-318.11(A)(3) ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE & 

(A)(6) PERSONNEL 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council agreed to enter into 

closed session at 8:40pm under NCGS § 143-318.11 (a)(3) Attorney/Client Privilege & (a)(6) Personnel. 

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council agreed to 

come out of closed session at 9:30pm. 

 

ADJOURN: 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council adjourned the meeting 

at 9:30pm until Tuesday, April 28, 2015 at 6:00 pm, in the Council Chambers. 

 

          _______________________ 

          Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC 

          City Clerk   

               


